»dopy

\

Clas®
Volume 2 Issue 3 BANKER'’S CREATE A BUZZ WITH THEIR AAC BUDDIES....
January/February 2008 by Rebecca Anspach, AAC Volunteer

A buzz of excitement fills the air on a cold Decemberratien in front of Humboldt, an ele-

mentary school just outside of downtown Portland. 19 krarfkem US Bank’s Wealth Man-

agement Group have left their offices behind in exchéoge first grade classroom. On cue,

we line up as if students again ourselves and try to wadtlg down the hall, an impossible
feat, we playfully get shushed by the principal on our.way

Our arms overfill with Christmas goodies for the classsliagake home to families
and gifts of remote control cars and dolls. It may Il the kids are getting the
gifts, but we know better. We look forward to the visigssmuch as they do. The
classroom grows louder as we enter—the kids havemissf® us too. Volunteer Koy
Saecho says: “Sometimes | feel we get more out of tle¢imge with the children
than they do ... the time spent with them is really priceless!”

It's easy to wonder if such a short span of time casipty make a difference in the
lives of these children, but AAC coordinator Mary Beth Psste assures us it does.
“When we first showed up they were a bit shy ... | askeduple of kids to read a
book to me and they were quiet and a little unsure of thkes Two meetings later,

| had the same boys reading a book out loud to the efaigs!” Is it possible that the
kids singing Christmas carols and dancing are the sageetbat were so quiet a cou-
ple months ago? There is no time to answer that questiolassroom instruments get
passed around and pretty soon we're all singing aleriBtdolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer.” When the school bell rings, we reluctantlydesith promises to see each
other soon. A few weeks later, the kids’ teacher, Stacey
Golden, e-mails to tell us “the kids are still buzzing
about the fun they had at the party.”

Judging by the homemade cards and photos hanging in
each of our offices, we are still buzzing too! Kai Lubbe
says “The children’s energy is infectious! Any chance
to participate alongside and foster this energy—in no
matter how small a way—is a wonderful opportunity.”

One on one time. Consistent. Fun. Inspiring. And not
just for the kids! As Thoreau says “One is not born into
the world to do everything but to do something.”

Thank you to AAC for allowing us to do something!
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Many of you are planning visits with your class before the
Spring Activity...here are some of the wonderful ideas that
we have heard about~

Regence is visiting their class on Feb. 12th and plan to
play Valentine’s bingo, making heart in hand valentines &
coupon books for them to give to their families and will be
bringing stuffed bears. They are working with their teacher
for an April visit where they will tie in with Earth Day.
Roosevelt High School Class of 1966 & Friends  paid for
a bus so their “Buddies” could see a play at the Keller
Auditorium. Another class was able to tag along.

Metro Rotary & Friends attended their school's music adoptaclass@comcast.net
program to watch their Student’s performance. Janice Leonetti  503-730-6048

Wayne Abbott  503-635-0203




